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Provide update on the status of:

• DelDOT Road Design Manual 

• DelDOT Standard Specifications

• DelDOT Standard Construction Details

Agenda



• Status

• Philosophy

• Delaware Specific Standards

• RDM Website

Road Design Manual (RDM)



• Manual completed and 
approved for use

RDM Status



RDM Implementation 



• Adopt AASHTO 2018 7th Edition of a Policy on Geometric Design of 
Highways and Streets (Green Book) and other industry recognized 
resource documents to provide the design controls, criteria, and 
elements to be used on DelDOT transportation projects.

RDM Philosophy



• Short!

• Eliminates process related material

• NOT a training manual

• NOT a standalone, one-stop shop for design

• Focus on Delaware-specific guidance 

RDM Philosophy



RDM Table of Contents



• Sections reference where 
guidance material is 
introduced. Users should 
investigate all sections of the 
AASHTO Green Book and 
the AASHTO RDG to ensure 
guidance material is 
relevant for the type of 
project being designed.

RDM - Primary Source for Design Criteria and 
Elements



• All DelDOT specific design criteria and guidance appearing in the 
RDM are presented in bold text

RDM - DelDOT Specific Design Criteria/Elements



• Design Speed

• Level of Service

• Simple Curves

• Maximum Superelevation

• Minimum Grade

• Lane Widths

• Shoulder Widths

• Vertical Curb

• Auxiliary Lanes

• Drainage 

RDM - Delaware Specific Criteria/Elements



• Retained the tables from the previous Chapter 6 

RDM - Delaware Specific Criteria/Elements



Road Design Manual Website

https://roaddesignmanual.deldot.gov/index.php/Home

OR

https://deldot.gov/Publications/

https://roaddesignmanual.deldot.gov/index.php/Home
https://deldot.gov/Publications/


Road Design Manual Website



Road Design Manual Website



Road Design Manual Website



Road Design Manual Website



• Design Guidance Memorandums (In Development)

• Design Resource Center

• Policy Implements

• Project Development Manual (Future Update)

• Highway Drainage Manual (In Development)

RDM Supplemental Information



DelDOT Standard Specifications



• Based on the 2020 Standard Specs

• Revision #2 – June 2022

• Entirely new book, no more 
supplementals

• Appendix A:  Index of Changes

• Builds off previous revision

DelDOT Standard Specifications



DelDOT Standard Specifications



• 2022 Update 

• Committee meeting held 
to discuss modifications 
and new details 

• Drafting proposed 
changes 

DelDOT Standard Construction Details



Thank You!

John Caruano
Support Engineer

Division of Transportation Solutions
John.Caruano@delaware.gov


